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On the heels of President Obama’s November victory, with the overwhelming support of the Latino community, there is renewed appetite among Democrats and Republicans for finally addressing America’s broken immigration system. 
President Obama’s proposal for immigration reform echoes four main pillars that Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa presented in a speech earlier this year to the National Press Club.
First is a continued focus on border security.  Since 2004, President Obama has doubled the number of Border Patrol agents.  His reform proposal also reinforces border security by enhancing infrastructure and technology tools designed to aid law enforcement in securing the nation’s borders.
The second pillar of the President’s proposal is a crackdown on employers who hire undocumented workers.  Companies who knowingly hire undocumented immigrants will face steep fines, while those who play by the rules will be given more tools to verify their employees’ immigration status.
A third pillar of the proposal is the streamlining of legal immigration.  The President’s proposal offers visas to foreign entrepreneurs and graduate students in science and math in an effort to attract the best minds to America’s shores.  It also seeks to simplify the immigration process for families who are divided by creating more efficient procedures.
The good news is that there seems to be bipartisan support for these three pillars and a growing sense that immigration reform may see actual movement in this Congress.  However, it is the fourth pillar -- earned citizenship -- that promises to be the most difficult in winning over Republicans.  
At a kick-off hearing of the House Judiciary Committee on February 5th, House Republicans introduced a potential “middle ground” between deportation and earned citizenship, which many Republicans decry as amnesty.  The compromise proposal from the Republicans includes a permanent work visa system that would give immigrants the right to work here but withhold other rights of citizenship, such as the right to vote.
Make no mistake, real reform must include earned citizenship.  With more than 11 million undocumented immigrants living in the shadows, no reform plan is possible without a pathway to citizenship.  And, the President’s proposal, which involves paying a fine, paying back taxes, and learning English is a far cry from amnesty. 
This past November, the American people sent a strong message to Congress that it was time to end the gridlock on key issues such as our fiscal future and immigration.  It’s time for Congress to heed that message.  

In exit poll surveys, 77% of Latino voters said that undocumented immigrants should be allowed to apply for citizenship.  An estimated 65% of all American voters agree.

In his eloquent remarks to the Press Club, Mayor Villaraigosa expressed what many Latinos feel about this issue.  He noted:  

[bookmark: _GoBack]When we fix our broken immigration system, we will restore a basic American covenant.  We are a nation of immigrants… we have always said, “If you apply yourselves, if you work hard, if you join and participate in American society, doors will open. You can achieve a sense of security, prosperity and, above all else, dignity.  Not only for yourselves but for your children.” 

I believe strongly in this covenant, as the child of a bracero brought here from Mexico during World War II to fill the jobs that needed to be done when our men and women went overseas to fight for democracy.  I have felt this responsibility keenly throughout my life, serving in the U.S. Army and serving with President Clinton at the White House.

My father’s story and my own journey illustrate the unique strength that is America -- a nation of immigrants where, no matter your background, anyone can dare to dream -- whether it be to raise a family away from war and turmoil, earn an education, seek a dignified life, or even work in the White House.  America is truly the land of opportunity, and we must protect it the right way.

Latinos work hard; we contribute to our communities and our nation, and we are an integral part of American culture and life.  Our agenda is America's Agenda; our challenges are America's challenges, and our accomplishments are America's accomplishments.

The time is now to restore the American dream for all. Let’s fix our broken immigration system without further delay.
___________________
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